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INTRODUCTION
THE HISTORY OF LASALLE
LaSalle was founded in 1910. The
railroad needed a switching yard and
this was their selected location.
Actually, history suggests that Greeley
may have been the preferred site, but
local obstructionists effectively derailed
that opportunity allowing a new town to
sink its spikes into the earth.
Named in honor of a French explorer,
or maybe to emphasize Union Pacific’s
connection with the LaSalle Street
station in Chicago, or perhaps even to
commemorate the hometown of a local railroader in Illinois, the beginnings were meager. A switching
station, depot, section house and coal chutes stood alone to mark the birth. The years that followed found
LaSalle diversifying somewhat. Agriculture would simply become too big a player in Colorado for the
town to long ignore it. The early days, however, belonged to the steam engines.
Through the roaring 20's railroad payrolls bankrolled the town. Peaking late in the decade that industry
contributed $20,000 per week in salaries alone, good money for the time. And it didn’t take signal flares
to see the survival of LaSalle depended upon one source. Those steel rails brought prosperity. But the
30's brought the agony of a great depression and the 40's found a world war being fought. It was nearly
1950 before a sense of normalcy returned. By that time priorities had changed.
Agriculture now replaced railroad interests as the dominating economy. Moreover, with the
transportation boom beginning, the community was ideally situated between Denver and Greeley. Gas
stations, restaurants and related facilities became a significant player as the service industry began its
growth. Eventually there would exist a small bedroom community for workers in the larger cities.
– Excerpt from “Railroad Ties” by Thomas Horobik

Although the Town’s economy has varied over the years –
ranging from a railroad center to an agricultural Town to a
bedroom community, its personality has remained constant.
LaSalle residents have a tremendous pride in their “small
town with a big heart”: a visitor is sure to get a friendly wave
from a passerby, the Town parks, streets and yards are safe
and well-kept, and the Town staff is quick to thank you for
stopping by. LaSalle citizens are also very proud of the
quality of education that each child receives here, their
excellent police department and their award-winning fire
department.
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When residents are asked if there is anything
they’d like to change about LaSalle, they would
add places for young people to work and
recreate, more places to shop, especially a
grocery store and a more diversified housing
supply. They expressed concern that residents
who are interested in living in a senior housing
facility or a larger home must leave the
community. Residents acknowledge that their
challenge is to keep their small town and have
the services and amenities typically associated
with larger communities.

HISTORY OF COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING IN LASALLE
LaSalle’s first Comprehensive Plan was
adopted in May 1978 and updated in
1999. In 2017, the Town obtained a
grant from the Colorado Division of Local
Governments to update the plan. The
Planning and Zoning Commission hosted
joint meetings and public workshops and
worked with Town Staff to update and
refine the plan. The planning effort was
completed in two phases beginning in
2017 and completed in 2018. This
Comprehensive Plan update started with a
look back at the existing plan to determine
what has changed since the 1999 plan was
adopted. Key accomplishments since the plan was adopted in 1999 include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Significant updates to the Municipal Code to regulate design and construction of new
development;
Adoption of a Coordinate Planning Agreement with Weld County that allows LaSalle to have
input on what happens in the area surrounding the Community;
Construction of new homes to add diversity to the housing stock;
Acquisition and remodeling of the RR Depot to make it available for community activities;
Enhanced communication and cooperation with Union Pacific RR and Weld County about
the RR yard and switching operations;
Cooperation with CDOT to install left turn arrows at the HWY 85 and First Avenue
intersection;
Adoption of MS4 Storm Water Quality and Flood Plain Regulations;
Enhancement of the existing parks including additional shelters, restrooms and other
improvements; and
Expansion of the Recreation Department to coordinate programming for children and seniors
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

The Planning and Zoning Commission and the Town Board of Trustees will use this plan as a guide
to measure and evaluate public and private proposals that affect LaSalle’s physical, social and
economic environment. This plan is a dynamic document. As the community’s issues and
concerns change, this plan will be updated to reflect the new circumstances and views that arise.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY (ENABLING LEGISLATION)
Colorado State Law (CRS 29-20-102) mandates the Town of LaSalle to have a comprehensive plan
“. . . in order to provide for planned and orderly development within Colorado and a balancing of
basic human needs of a changing population with legitimate environmental concerns.” It is the
policy of the State of Colorado, “. . . to clarify and provide broad authority to local governments to
plan for and regulate the use of land within their respective jurisdictions.” The Comprehensive Plan
has legal status in that once adopted, “. . . no street, square, park or other public way, ground or open
space, public building or structure, or publicly or privately owned public utility . . .” may be built or
authorized without review and approval by the Planning Commission (CRS 31-23-209).

PURPOSE OF THE LASALLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The LaSalle community created the LaSalle
Comprehensive Plan to preserve the Town’s
special character and to help ensure that they
can continue to call this safe, clean and
friendly town, home. They identified guiding
principles to inform decisions regarding the
present and future of the community. These
guiding principles are based on the
community’s core values. They act as a
compass to guide decisions, prioritize
allocation of resources and preserve the
unique qualities that define LaSalle.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Preserve LaSalle’s Small Town Character.
Ensure growth pays its own way and contributes to the community as a whole.
Continue to maintain and upgrade infrastructure and community facilities.
Foster economic vitality and resilience by supporting existing local businesses and
attracting new businesses.
Approach decisions in the spirit of cooperation and work together to find solutions
that are beneficial to the community.
Form and nurture partnerships with other communities and agencies to help
strengthen LaSalle and enhance community services.
Respect and protect the environment.
Preserve and enhance opportunities and services to support and attract families.
Be resilient economically and environmentally.
Continue to acknowledge and support the local agricultural community and
responsible development of mineral resources within the LaSalle Planning Area.
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This plan reflects the community’s core values and expresses the townspeople, elected and appointed
officials, and surrounding county land owners’ vision for LaSalle. This plan will serve as a guide for
Town staff and officials to achieve community goals and to help them evaluate land use matters.
The plan also:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

States and promotes broad community values through the goals, policies and actions listed in
the following sections;
Helps to ensure future growth and development are creative, diverse and unique and promote
good civic design, economic health and sound environmental practices;
Balances competing interests and demands;
Provides for coordination and coherence in the pattern of development and helps to ensure
new development is sensitive to the community’s character;
Provides a balance between the natural and built environment;
Reflects regional conditions and considers regional impacts;
Addresses both current and long-term needs; and
Promotes wise and efficient expenditure of public funds.

This document reflects the citizens of LaSalle’s vision for their community. It identifies the special
qualities of this Town and provides a tool to preserve its special character as the Town grows.

CONTENTS OF THE LASALLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The LaSalle Comprehensive Plan addresses the following nine elements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Growth
Image and Design
Housing
Economic Development
Transportation
Public Improvements/Infrastructure
Parks, Trails and Open Space
Recreation and Tourism
Environment
Cultural, Historical, Educational, and
Human Service Opportunities
Emergency Preparedness and
Resilience

Each of these elements contains a series of goals, policies, and actions. A goal is the overall vision
the citizens have for the community. A policy is a general approach the Town should take to ensure
that the community is moving toward achieving the stated goal. An action is a specific method to
implement the stated policy and ultimately, achieve the goal.
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TOWN OF LASALLE PLANNING PROCESS

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.
– Margaret Mead

DEVELOPMENT OF THE LASALLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The LaSalle Comprehensive Plan is the cumulation of a cooperative effort among the following
groups:
·
·
·
·
·
·

LaSalle Planning Commission;
LaSalle Board of Trustees;
LaSalle Staff;
Citizens of LaSalle;
Property owners within the LaSalle Growth Area; and
County and State governmental agencies.

The process was initiated in August of 2017 as an update to the 1999 Plan. First, Planning
Commission, Town Staff and the project team reviewed the elements of the existing plan to
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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determine if they were still relevant and if additional elements should be included. The update went
forward in two phases. Phase one was completed through the fall of 2017 and adopted in October
2018. Phase two began in January of 2018 and was adopted in May of 2018. The enture plan was
formatted for publication and ratified by the Board of Trustees in June of 2018.
During August and September of 2017, and March
of 2018, the Board of Trustees and Planning
Commission hosted public participation meetings
to offer all citizens the opportunity to give their
input on the comprehensive plan elements. To
ensure good attendance, the meetings were
advertised on fliers placed in several key locations
around Town, mailed to residents in the Town and
posted on the LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
Facebook Page. During the gatherings, participants
were divided into small groups to explore and
discuss their ideas and concerns related to each
element.
In addition, the Town conducted two surveys to get input regarding the community and the public
was invited to all the Planning Commission/Town Board workshops through the review process.
Draft documents were also posted on the Town Website and available at Town hall for review. The
public was also invited to review the plan and help to prioritize the action items for each element of
the plan. This process produced a wealth of ideas and creative solutions.
Using the input from the public participation
meetings the team prepared a draft document.
Next, the Board of Trustees, the Planning
Commission, the Town Administration and
the public reviewed and revised the document.
Pursuant to Colorado State Law (CRS 31-23208), the Planning Commission held a public
hearing on the document, addressed all
comments heard, and voted to adopt the plan.
The Board of Trustees ratified the plan.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LASALLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Implementation of the LaSalle Comprehensive Plan requires a commitment by the Planning
Commission and Board of Trustees to use the Plan to guide their deliberations on growth,
development and design of the Town. The Town Administration must commit to use the Plan as a
guide in day-to-day decisions. Individual citizens are encouraged to support the Plan by following its
direction in the choices that they make as residents of LaSalle. This combined, committed effort will
allow the citizens’ vision for their community to become a reality.
Page 6
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It is important that future members of the Board of Trustees and Planning Commission understand
the Comprehensive Plan and the importance of implementing it. To make sure this happens, there
should be an orientation for all new members. As part of the orientation, the new members should be
instructed on how to use the workbook.
AMENDING THE LASALLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The LaSalle Comprehensive Plan is a citizen-based
plan outlining the community’s vision for LaSalle.
As attitudes change and the Town grows, the
Comprehensive Plan must be able to adapt. The
Planning Commission and Board of Trustees should
re-evaluate and update the Plan in response to major
changes in the community or at least every five to
seven years. Citizens may also request changes to
the Comprehensive Plan. Both the written and the
graphic elements of the Comprehensive Plan may
be amended.
The Planning Commission must review all requests to amend the Plan. If an amendment is
suggested, the Board of Trustees and Planning Commission must determine if the suggested change
is in the best interests of the Town and hold a public hearing regarding the amendment. An
amendment to the Plan must be done by a resolution from the Town Board after approval by the
Planning Commission.
The Comprehensive Plan may be amended provided the following criteria are met:
1. The amendment improves the implementation of one or more of the goals, policies and strategies
of the LaSalle Comprehensive Plan.
Note: It is possible that amending the Comprehensive Plan to implement one goal may cause a
conflict to occur with another goal. The Planning Commission and Board of Trustees will weigh
and evaluate the situation to determine if the amendment is in the best interest of the community.
2. The amendment will not pose a detrimental impact on existing or planned Town facilities, services
or transportation arteries.

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

Page 7

THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK

Page 8

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

GROWTH

Town character is often irretrievably altered by major growth and change as well as minor,
daily decisions. The loss of essential Town character, however, is often not noticed by local populations until it has
occurred, and until the impact of their daily decisions are compounded
to forever change the very nature of the Town they inhabit. The identification of unique
character must be designed to accommodate the preservation of that uniqueness.
Harry Launce Garnham in Maintaining the Spirit of Place (1985).

INTRODUCTION
LaSalle’s population has been relatively stable. The population has increased from 1955 to 2174
since 2010 and is predicted to reach 2310 by 2023. The Town experienced a growth spurt in the late
1960's/early 1970's when approximately 435 new homes were constructed in the community (LaSalle
had 196 homes prior to this). The community reacted to this boom by putting a moratorium on
growth in 1974. Since then the town has grown at a slower pace. The Town currently has 827
households and 58 businesses and is anticipated to reach 885 households by 2023. Residents are in
favor of smart, measured growth, if the best characteristics of their small town are preserved in the
process.
Citizens are generally happy with the size of LaSalle and do not want it to grow in the fashion that
many of the other small communities along the Front Range have grown. The pace and quality of
growth is very important to the citizens. If the Town does grow, most residents want new
development to be phased in so that it may be integrated into the Town. To achieve this, citizens
would like to manage the Town’s growth by: defining primary and secondary growth boundaries,
phasing growth. They also want the Town to continue to regulate the style and appearance of any
new development. The Town has entered into a Coordinated Planning Agreement with Weld County
to keep growth in established areas while receiving referrals on development within three miles.
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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The citizens would like to be proactive about attracting the
retail and commercial services they desire (i.e., small retail
shops along the railroad, additional shops and businesses
along the HWY 85 corridor, a small grocery store, places for
their children to work and hang out, etc.). Essentially, they
would like to expand the mix of commercial, residential and
industrial land uses. They placed an emphasis on supporting
and expanding existing businesses and actively recruiting
family friendly, responsible new businesses that will
complement the small-town character of LaSalle. (See the
Economic Development section for more specific details.)
As far as residential development goes, community members would
also like to see upscale housing, small project multi-family, and
senior housing added to the community as the Town grows (see
Housing section for more details). However, they do not wish to
offer any incentives to attract residential developers. The citizens
feel that growth should pay its own way without adding additional
taxes or burdens to existing community services (i.e.: schools,
police, fire). Current policies and regulations are in place that
require costs to be borne by the new development (see Public
Improvements/Infrastructure).

POSSIBILITIES FOR GROWTH IN THE FUTURE
The Town is bounded by the South Platte River on the north and agricultural land to the south, east
and west. One of the primary reasons the Town hasn’t grown is because the owners of the land that
surrounds the Town have chosen to keep the land in agricultural production rather than develop it.
This is changing as land values rise and farmers plan for retirement. The area surrounding LaSalle
has seen a rise in Weld County applications for large lot rural subdivisions and exemptions to separate
portions of larger farms for family members.
Water supply will be a significant factor for future
growth in Northern Colorado and the Town of
LaSalle. There is a limited supply of Colorado Big
Thompson Water and the cost per share continues
to rise. This will have an impact on the cost of
housing and water supply for commercial and light
industrial development. It will be important to
continue to explore ways to conserve water and
obtain alternative water supplies.
LaSalle’s location along the HWY 85 corridor,
small town character, excellent schools and great
services make it attractive to young families. In
Page 10
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addition, buyers get more home for their investment in this part of Northern Colorado. The challenge
is a decrease in the availability of new and existing homes on the market. This has resulted in a rise in
prices and pressure for the development community to build more homes. As the community grows,
the challenge will be to preserve the Town’s desirable characteristics while capitalizing on the
benefits that growth may bring. The goals, policies and strategies that follow will help guide the
community’s decisions on these matters.

GOAL G1: GROW IN A CONNECTED PATTERN, ENCOURAGE DEVELOPMENT
CLOSE TO THE CORE COMMUNITY.
Policy G1.1: Use a three-tiered planning process to review annexation and development
applications.
Action G1.1.1: Tier 1: The Town has determined the land within the Primary Urban Growth
Boundary (PUGB) is appropriate for urban development. The Town will consider annexation
applications and allow the extension of urban services to properties within the PUGB.
Action G1.1.2: Tier 2: The land within the Secondary Urban Growth Boundary (SUGB) has
inherent limitations on growth. Because it is farther from the heart of the Town, it is more difficult
to integrate the new growth into the Town and extend infrastructure. Therefore, a gradual
progression of growth from the PUGB to SUGB is preferred. However, properties in the SUGB
can become eligible for annexation upon Town approval of an overall expansion plan that shows
how the plan fits with the town/neighborhood principles listed under Policy I1.1 in Image and
Design and addresses issues associated with annexation. Upon approval of an extension plan, the
Comprehensive Plan Map is amended to extend the PUGB around the new neighborhood.
Action G1.1.3: Tier 3: Changes in land use and transportation for the land within a three-mile
radius of LaSalle may impact LaSalle. The Town should continue to review County development
proposals in this area to ensure proposed changes will not negatively impact LaSalle.
Policy G1.2: Ensure that development within LaSalle’s urban growth boundaries is guided
toward the Town.
Action G1.2.1: In general, discourage
flagpole annexations and leapfrog
development.
Action G1.2.2: Continue to cooperate
with Weld County to implement the
Coordinated Planning Agreement and
work with nearby municipalities to
develop an intergovernmental agreement
that recognizes the plans of all
jurisdictions.

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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GOAL G2: GROW WITH THE INTENTION OF MAINTAINING A SMALLTOWN
SENSE OF COMMUNITY.
Policy G2.1: Ensure that annexation requests conform to the Comprehensive Plan.
Action G2.1.1: Use the Workbook to help ensure that annexation applications comply with the
Comprehensive Plan. Annex only those properties that conform to the Plan.
Action G2.1.2: Encourage all proposed developments to utilize the guidelines set forth in Policy
I1.1of the Image and Design section.
Action G2.1.3: Continue to require annexation applications to include a concept plan that identifies
proposed land uses and densities. The concept plan should include existing and/or future land uses
on adjacent properties to ensure that each development will function as part of an overall
neighborhood.
Policy G2.2: New development should occur at a rate and scale that allows it to be integrated
into the community.
Action G2.2.1: Review and update existing review criteria for development proposals that address:
The merit of the project/benefits to the Town - i.e., will it help diversify the Town’s housing
supply, does it utilize many of the neighborhood guidelines set forth in the Image and Design
section of this plan, will the development help the Town achieve goals, etc.
The size of the development - ensure that
development occurs over a comfortable period of
time, so the existing community is not overwhelmed.
The diversity of product types - no single project or
combination of projects should overtake the
character of the existing community.
The impact on public facilities and infrastructure ensure that new development does not place an
undue burden on existing public facilities and
infrastructure.
Action G2.2.2: Consider implementing a phasing program when appropriate.
Policy G2.3: New development proposals should be compatible with adjacent land uses.
Action G2.3.1: Continue to review new development plans in the context of the overall
neighborhood. Consider how the development will impact adjacent land uses and how it will
function with public facilities.
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Action G2.3.2: Encourage new commercial development to locate along Highway 85 and the
Union Pacific Railroad frontage. As these areas become economically successful and as the Town
grows, additional neighborhood commercial areas may be developed (See also the Economic
Development section of this Plan).
Action G2.3.3: Encourage new industrial development to locate near existing industries, primarily
along the railroad tracks. (See also the Economic Development section of this Plan).
Action G2.3.4: Safe, convenient pedestrian access to existing or
planned shopping, schools and parks or open space should be an
element of each residential site design.
Action G2.3.5: Consider each proposal’s impact on traffic. High
density residential and commercial uses should have good access to
collector or arterial streets. Industrial/economic development land
uses should have access to Highway 85 without traveling through
less intensive land uses.
Action G2.3.6: Encourage mixed use redevelopment in the historic
down town that may include a mix of residential, commercial and
office uses that are consistent with the historic character of the
area.

GOAL G3: GROW WITH THE INTENTION OF GAINING A BALANCED MIX OF
COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL AND INDUSTRIAL LAND USES.
Policy G3.1: Encourage new development that will help diversify the existing mix of land uses.
Action G3.1.1: Become proactive about seeking desirable commercial, industrial and residential
development (i.e., senior housing, hardware store, small, clean industries, etc.).
Action G3.1.2: Explore the possibility of offering incentives for desirable commercial and
industrial development.

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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IMAGE AND DESIGN

Place is more important than strength.
- Vedic proverb
INTRODUCTION
The residents of LaSalle are very proud to be a part of this friendly community. They have found that
their fellow citizens are: "wonderful, sweet, sincere people and good neighbors." It is difficult to pass
through this community without getting a friendly wave or greeting. The Town Staff also has the
admirable reputation of being very helpful and personable. LaSalle’s citizens embrace their “small
town with a big heart” and want to continue to nurture and support the aspects of the community that
will preserve that character. They repeated the following qualities over and over when asked, "Why
do people want to live in LaSalle?"
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small community, small town atmosphere;
Very safe community with the best fire and police departments
around;
Everyone helps each other, very friendly, welcoming
community;
Resourceful, work together attitude;
Good place to raise a family because there are young families
and older families here, good schools and facilities nearby;
Clean, quiet area;
Stable, diverse community; and
Good community facilities, programs and events (i.e., the local
parks, Town Recreation leagues, parades, LaSalle Days).

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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LaSalle's high quality of life is determined by its amiable
citizens and its natural setting. It is very important to
community members to ensure that all of these positive
qualities continue in the future. The citizens want to enhance
the image of the Highway 85 Corridor and Historic
Downtown area by establishing design guidelines and
planning for an enhanced streetscape that will include
updated building facades, lighting and landscaping.

GOAL I 1: PRESERVE LASALLE'S SPECIAL SENSE OF PLACE AND
CHARACTER.
Policy I1.1: Require all new development to incorporate the following guidelines in the project
design to maintain the qualities and characteristics of LaSalle that citizens want to preserve.
SMALL TOWN ATMOSPHERE
• Attractive,
marketable
neighborhoods
that are
designed to
reflect the
environment
and character
of the area.
• A mix of
activities rather
than purely
residential uses in neighborhoods. For example, encourage parks, small day care centers,
churches and home businesses in residential areas.
• A variety of architecture and lot sizes in
each neighborhood to allow people of
different ages and income levels
opportunities to live in various parts of town.
• Discourage monotonous suburban
developments that bear no relation to
LaSalle’s historic development pattern.
• Encourage attractive streetscapes that
include trees, flowers and sidewalks.
• New development should be designed in a
manner that responds to the natural environment and fits into the setting. Key considerations
include:
o Site layout that responds to the natural features both on and off the site; the size and
shape of structures; the materials used in the development; and the transition between
the development and the surrounding landscape; and
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o Encourage a mix of activities; and a variety of lot sizes; Use buffers to transition
between development and the surrounding landscape. Buffers may be open space.
Landscaping; fences; etc.
SAFETY
• Houses and buildings should face the street or
parks and have private backyards. This will
encourage casual surveillance of streets.
• Encourage planting street trees and low speed
limits on residential streets.
• Provide lighting for safety in public places.
Provide safe pedestrian access. Include
connections that facilitate movement in and
between neighborhoods. This may include
separate foot paths and sidewalks as well as
connecting streets that provide direct access
for pedestrians.
• Provide an integrated network of sidewalks
and trails to connect all homes to parks, schools and other community facilities.
FRIENDLY AND WELCOMING COMMUNITY
• Views down streets should be designed to terminate on a
visually interesting feature.
• Streets should be connected in a clear network that is
easy to navigate by car, bike or on foot.
• Encourage all new homes and businesses to be designed
to emphasize the visually interesting features of the
building.
• Minimize the visual impact of garage doors and
driveways. Promote garages that are recessed or placed in rear or side yards. (See Housing
illustrations.)
• Consider views down streets in site design. Views of open space help define LaSalle's rural
character.
• Simple landscaping enhances the character of the neighborhood.
Policy I1.2: Promote cohesive, integrated development patterns to maintain LaSalle's smalltown atmosphere.
Action I1.2.1: Encourage new development to occur
adjacent to the existing town limits, within the urban
growth boundary.
Action I1.2.2: Evaluate development proposals with
consideration for the following:
• As the Town expands, consider a ¼ section of
land to represent a duplication of the Town's
size and principle design components; and
• Encourage the following small
town/neighborhood principles:
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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o Each neighborhood has a center and an edge;
o Each neighborhood has a balanced mix of activities - dwelling, shopping, working,
schooling, worshiping and recreating;
o Neighborhood structures, building
sites and traffic on a fine network of
interconnected streets; and
o Each neighborhood gives priority to
public place and to the appropriate
location of civic buildings.
**Excerpt from The Neighborhood, the District
and the Corridor, (1994) Duany, A. and PlaterZybek, E. See graphic on the following page.

Action I1.2.3: Encourage the continuation of existing town street patterns in new developments.
Design sites to connect to existing streets.
Action I1.2.4: Encourage multi-family buildings to be
designed to reflect the characteristics and amenities
associated with single family detached homes. For
example, each building should have:
a unique identity, attractive landscaping, private
outdoor space, screened parking and storage, access to
sunlight, and front doors which are oriented toward
neighborhood sidewalks. In addition, consider
limiting multi-family buildings to 4-6 units per
building.
Action I1.2.5: Encourage commercial and industrial
developments to landscape their properties; screen
parking, trash and outdoor storage areas; and use
building materials and design features that are of high
quality and are sensitive to LaSalle's character (See
also Economic Development).
Action I1.2.6: Continue to implement landscape design guidelines for new development and
redevelopment.
Action I1.2.7: Encourage parking in the rear or side of commercial buildings. If parking is allowed
in front of buildings use landscaped berms and foundation plantings. Locate parking behind
commercial buildings. Screen parking along streets by using landscaped berms and foundation
plantings.

GOAL I2: ENHANCE THE APPEARANCE OF THE HIGHWAY 85 CORRIDOR AND
THE HISTORIC DOWNTOWN.
Policy I2.1: Prepare a master plan for "Historic Downtown" which enhances downtown
ambiance and reestablishes it as a destination and historic center.
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Action I2.1.1: Address the following elements in the master plan:
• A signature for Historic Downtown LaSalle (many citizens liked the idea of using an historic
theme);
• Design architectural elements that help enliven Main Street
and create a safe, pleasant public environment (i.e., attractive
street facades, windows and verandahs overlooking the street,
distinctive signage, etc.);
• Streetscape design that is inviting to pedestrians through
creative use of landscaping, lighting, art, public benches,
sidewalks, etc.;
• Parking that is convenient, located to minimize auto/pedestrian
conflicts and attractive (i.e., located behind buildings when
possible and landscaped);
• Funding mechanisms and a management plan;
• A place for community gatherings; and
• A mix of uses that include residential, commercial and office.
Policy I2.2: Improve the character of the Highway 85 Corridor to show community pride and
discourage travelers from speeding through Town.
Action I2.2.1: Develop a Highway 85 Enhancement Plan that addresses:
• Street trees;
• Ornamental lighting fixtures;
• Signage;
• Funding opportunities for design and construction; and
• A cohesive design plan that includes requirements for redeveloping properties.

GOAL 13: DEVELOP A UNIQUE, COHESIVE “IDENTITY” FOR THE TOWN
Police I3.1: Create an overall identity and theme to use to communicate LaSalle’s unique character
and assets.
Action I3.1.1: Consider
outside contracting to
create a unique “identity”
and theme for the Town to
be used as the basis for
efforts to attract new
businesses to the
community.

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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HOUSING
Small communities are composed of buildings with a variety of footprints, heights, and scale.
They contain a range of residential sizes and types affordable by a wide range of age
and income groups.... Small communities are strengthened by the economic, social,
and age diversity that such housing stock can provide.
— Anton Clarence Nelessen in Visions for a New American Dream

INTRODUCTION
The predominant housing type in LaSalle is the singlefamily home and most citizens would like to see that trend
continue in the future. However, some diversification of
the housing stock is desired in LaSalle. There is a need for
first time home buyers, patio homes, custom homes and
other upper-end housing so that people can buy “move-up”
housing without leaving LaSalle. There is also a need for
quality rental property with an emphasis on four to six unit
buildings as opposed to larger apartment complexes.
Citizens also agree that it would be nice to have homes
designed to accommodate the needs of seniors and a senior
housing community in Town so that the Town’s retirees
can remain in the community.
LaSalle’s residents would like to incorporate visual diversity into all new residential developments.
Citizens would like the Town to continue to require a variety of lot sizes and homes that directly
relate to the size of the lot. It is also important to citizens that the houses in new developments look
different. When it comes to the site design of new residential developments, most people like the
idea of using a modified grid system; however, curvilinear streets provide some visual interest and so
citizens do not want LaSalle to require one style over another. It is important to residents that new
housing developments fit in with the existing
community. Residents like the idea of homes
facing streets or parks, tree-lined streets, a variety of
architecture and recessed garages. It is also very
important that new developments incorporate public
open space and all homes are connected to parks,
schools and other community facilities through an
integrated system of sidewalks and trails.
Although citizens do not believe incentives should
be provided for residential development, quality
residential growth is desired. However, there is
some desire to incentivize additional homes for seniors so they can remain in the community as their
needs change. There is also a desire to work with local and national non-profits to provide
affordable homes. Citizens want to grow at a rate that preserves LaSalle’s small town atmosphere
and require developers to pay for the costs of development.
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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Overall, citizens agree that it is important for LaSalle to
have a say in what new residential developments look like
and how they are connected to and integrated with the
existing community. Therefore, this section of the
Comprehensive Plan is very important because it provides
the Town with the direction needed to make sure all new
residential development will be a welcome addition to the
community. It also serves as the basis for sections of the
LaSalle Code that implement the goals and policies.

GOAL H1: PROVIDE A SUPPLY OF HOUSING IN LASALLE TO MEET THE
CURRENT AND FUTURE NEEDS OF THE RESIDENTS WHILE MAINTAINING
THE SMALL-TOWN ATMOSPHERE.
Policy H1.1: Encourage the development of housing which meets the current and future needs
of the residents while maintaining the small-town atmosphere.
Action H1.1.1: Welcome developers who want to build upper-end, custom single-family housing
in LaSalle.
Action H1.1.2: Actively search for developers of
assisted living centers and other senior housing and
encourage them to build in LaSalle.
Action H1.2.3: Welcome builders that will add
diversity to the housing stock including patio homes,
condominiums and town homes suitable for seniors and
first-time home buyers.
Action H1.2.4: Consider fee waivers and other incentives to
encourage programs like Habitat for Humanity to develop
affordable housing with the community.
Action H1.2.5: Develop regulations that provide a structure to
allow accessory dwelling units that can be integrated into
existing and new residential neighborhoods.
Action H1.2.6: Explore the potential for the addition of “tiny
homes” on permanent foundations within the community.
Develop specific regulations to assure these homes can fit into
and function within the community.
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Policy H1.2: Promote managed residential growth in LaSalle to maintain the small-town
atmosphere.
Action H1.2.1: Encourage developers to phase new residential development so that the growth
does not overwhelm the community and detract from the small-town atmosphere. (See Policy
G2.2)
Action H1.2.2: Carefully consider the scale of all proposed projects in relation to the size of the
existing Town.
Action H1.2.3: Do not allow production builders to develop large tracts of homes that all look the
same.

GOAL H2: MAINTAIN AND DEVELOP QUALITY RESIDENTIAL
ENVIRONMENTS IN LASALLE WHICH INCORPORATE DESIGN ELEMENTS
THAT WILL PRESERVE THE SMALL TOWN ATMOSPHERE.
Policy H2.1: Promote the preservation and enhancement of existing residential areas in
LaSalle.
Action H2.1.1: Enforce all housing codes and
nuisance ordinances which are intended to protect
the quality of residential areas.
Action H2.1.2: Identify and encourage
participation in programs that incentivize and
assist low-income homeowners in making
necessary repairs to their homes.
Action H2.1.3: Initiate a program that encourages
residents to maintain their home and yard by publicly recognizing well maintained residences on a
regular basis.
Policy H2.2: Continue to promote the development of high quality residential neighborhoods.
Action H2.2.1: Require all new residential
development to consider the housing-related goals,
policies and strategies set forth in the Image and
Design section of this Comprehensive Plan.
Action H2.2.2: Require all new housing
developments to comply with or exceed Uniform
Building Code standards.
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Action H2.2.3: Continue to require architectural diversity in new residential developments.
Homes in a development should have a variety of architectural features and incorporate the use of
different building materials.
Action H2.2.4: Encourage multi-family buildings to be designed to reflect the characteristics and
amenities associated with single family detached homes to accomplish this, each building should
have:
• a unique identity;
• attractive landscaping;
• private, functional outdoor space;
• screening around parking, storage and trash receptacles
so that they cannot be seen from the public street;
• access to sunlight;
• front doors which are oriented toward neighborhood
sidewalks; and
• no more than 4 to 6 units per building.
In addition, on the recorded plans for the development, a note
should be provided which outlines how the building will be
maintained and managed. There should be language in the
note which requires an on-site manager or local management
group to ensure the landscaping and building(s) are adequately
maintained.
Action H2.2.5: Require new residential
developments to be designed to connect with the
rest of the community. (See also Image and
Design Section.)
Action H2.2.6: Require variation of lot and
home sizes within a block.
Action H2.2.7: Consider privacy when
grading and locating homes to limit looking
down into the yards of the adjacent homes.

Page 24

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

If the community is expected to create a true core or community focus, then it must have
an appropriate balance of housing to other uses such as retail and services, civic and
social, offices and job-generating, light industrial, open spaces, and greens.
— Anton Clarence Nelessen in Visions for a New American Dream

INTRODUCTION
LaSalle’s proximity to Greeley and Evans has had a strong influence
on the Town’s economic development. While it has been difficult
for small retailers to compete with the large chains in adjacent
communities, this proximity has benefitted the local economy as
well. The Town has several businesses that have been extremely
successful at creating niches which draw people from the
surrounding area into the Town.
Citizens would like to expand the opportunities to work and shop in
LaSalle. They would like the Town to take a more proactive
approach toward attracting economic development along the
Highway 85 Corridor and the Union Pacific Railroad frontage as
well as in the Historic Downtown. Ideas for attracting new
businesses and industries include:
•
•
•

Focus on attracting small businesses;
Developing a master plan for enhancing and marketing the Historic Downtown and Highway
85 Corridor;
Finding ways to attract more niche businesses;
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Working with Union Pacific to relocate the switching yard and manage traffic interruptions
and attract businesses that could utilize the railroad;
Encouraging businesses that support telecommuters (i.e., a business that provides secretarial,
copying, faxing and mailing services);
Supporting home businesses;
Attracting businesses that could benefit from the proximity to Highway 85, the railroad or
fiber optics and would be mutually beneficial to the community;
Investigate opportunities to expand to the north and south along the Highway 85 Corridor.
Strengthen and enhance the Highway 85 Corridor as the main business district for the
community; and
Work with the business community to develop a business directory.

It is also very important to citizens to support and expand existing businesses and that all economic
development enhance the small-town environment that they enjoy.
a need for
GOAL ED1: WORK TOWARDS A WELL-BALANCED, DIVERSIFIED ECONOMIC
BASE TO PROVIDE JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESIDENTS AND A RELIABLE
TAX BASE FOR THE TOWN.
Policy ED1.1: Take a pro-active approach to attracting desirable economic development to
LaSalle.
Action ED1.1.1: Continue to work with Upstate Colorado to promote LaSalle in the region.
Action ED1.1.2: Explore ways to foster mutually beneficial and cooperative relationships between
the Town and the local business community. (See also Cultural, Historical, Educational and
Human Service Opportunities Action)
Action ED1.1.3: Research possible “niche” businesses that, if started, would draw people from a
wider trade area and help increase business for other businesses in LaSalle.
Action ED1.1.4: Encourage the development of businesses in LaSalle that will provide
convenience goods and services desired by the citizens such as groceries, hardware, general store,
warehouse supply, auto parts, hotel, bed and breakfast and fast food.
Action ED1.1.5: Identify and recruit key
businesses and industries that require rail
and/or highway access and fiber optic
communications.
Action ED1.1.6: Monitor the Town’s
infrastructure and utility services to ensure
that they can support the needs of new
businesses and industries.
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Action ED1.1.7: Utilize the Enterprise Zone qualification.
Action ED1.1.8: Investigate opportunities to cooperate with Chambers
of Commerce in surrounding communities
Action ED1.1.9: Investigate opportunities for specialty vendors (i.e.:
ice cream in the park) and develop regulations governing locations,
hours of operations and licensing.
Policy ED1.2: Provide areas for additional economic development.
Action ED1.2.1: Encourage
new commercial development
to locate along the Highway 85
Corridor, the Union Pacific Railroad frontage and in the
Historic Downtown. As these areas become economically
successful and as the Town grows, designate additional
neighborhood commercial areas within the Urban Growth
Boundary.

Action ED1.2.2: Encourage new industrial development to locate near
existing industrial areas along the railroad tracks. As these areas
become economically successful and as the Town grows, designate
additional industrial use areas along the railroad tracks and within the
Urban Growth Boundary.
Policy ED1.3: Find ways to make the railroad an economic asset for
LaSalle.
Action ED1.3.1: Designate a community liaison to nurture the relationship with the Union Pacific
Railroad Company (UP). Find ways that the railroad and the Town can mutually benefit each
other (for example, attracting clean industries that use the railroad generates business for UP and
expands the Town’s tax base and provides job opportunities). (See also Transportation check
reference.)
Action ED1.3.2: Contact the Real
Estate Division of the UP to explore
the possibility of relocating the
switching station to an area south of
the Town. Then encourage the
development of a business/industrial
park adjacent to the relocated
switching station.
Action ED1.3.3: Cooperate with Weld County, CDOT and UP to maximize the benefits of
planned crossing closures along the HWY 85 corridor.
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Policy ED1.4: Ensure that economic development in LaSalle does not detract from the smalltown atmosphere.
Action ED1.4.1: Encourage goods and service-oriented businesses to locate along the Highway 85
Corridor, along the Union Pacific Railroad frontage or in the Historic Downtown.
Action ED1.4.2: Encourage the development of businesses that could provide support to people
who want to live in LaSalle and telecommute (for example, a business that provides secretarial,
copying, faxing, and mailing services).
Policy ED1.5: Maintain and support LaSalle’s existing businesses.

Action ED1.5.1: Maintain good communication
with existing businesses.
Action ED1.5.2: Support development of a local
business association.
Action ED1.5.3: Investigate grant opportunities to
improve facades and work with existing businesses
to take advantage of any opportunities.

GOAL ED2: ENCOURAGE AESTHETICALLY PLEASING ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT IN LASALLE.
Policy ED2.1: Encourage investment in
and renewal of existing commercial
areas.
Action ED2.1.1: Pursue grant assistance
to develop a cohesive master plan for
“Historic Downtown” and the
commercial area along Highway 85
Corridor and the Union Pacific Railroad
frontage) and help fund their renovation.
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Action ED2.1.2: Develop a master plan for the redevelopment of “Historic Downtown”. The plan
should:
Develop a special and unique theme for the businesses in the Historic
Downtown to follow (i.e., add to the historic railroad theme already
started with the renovated depot);
•

•
•

•

Provide a visual connection between the Historic Downtown
and the commercial area along the Highway 85 Corridor and
the Union Pacific Railroad frontage (i.e., with the use of street
lighting, landscaping, a clear pedestrian connection, etc.);
Focus on making the Historic Downtown a multi-use,
pedestrian-oriented center for commercial uses, office space,
mixed use residences and community facilities;
Incorporate community facilities that provide places for
outdoor gatherings, people watching, etc. (See also Cultural,
Historical, Educational and Human Service Opportunities);
and
Address architecture, landscaping, lighting, street furniture and pedestrian connections. (See
also Image and Design Actions and the LaSalle Municipal Code)

Action ED2.1.3: Once a master plan for the redevelopment of the “Historic Downtown” is in
place, encourage all existing and new businesses to conform to the plan.
Action ED2.1.4: Review and update the LaSalle Code to implement to action items outlined
above.
Policy ED2.2: Ensure that new businesses that locate in
LaSalle are attractive.
Action ED2.2.1: Require the
use of landscaping around all
commercial and industrial
businesses. Encourage the
use of landscaping and other
screening techniques to screen
all parking, trash, and service
and delivery areas. (See also
the Image and Design element of this Plan.)
Action ED2.2.2: Require new businesses and industries to
incorporate architectural features into all four sides of their
building.
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TRANSPORTATION

Streetscapes create the form and scale of the community and
must accommodate the pedestrian and the vehicle.
– Anton Clarence Nelessen in Visions for a New American Dream

INTRODUCTION
It is important to carefully plan for the expansion
and improvement of the Town’s transportation
system as the community grows. The system
should include everything from pedestrian and
bicycle trails to local, collector and arterial
streets. This will help maintain and enhance a
high level of mobility within the Town.
Residents place a high priority on improving
pedestrian safety and connectivity by adding
sidewalks to the existing streets and improving
ADA access at existing intersections within the
community.
Providing public transportation between LaSalle and other communities is not a financially viable
alternative at this time. However, residents are very interested in future opportunities for public
transportation links to the surrounding area and finding the means to provide regular transportation to
Greeley and other locations (even if it is only once a week) for seniors. As new developments are
proposed within the Town, the transportation systems should be designed to connect to the existing
streets of the community while being sensitive to adding traffic through existing neighborhoods.
Incorporating a continuation of the grid system layout is desirable.

As with any community, there are some transportation problems that will need to be addressed.
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Highway 85 divides the Town of LaSalle. The railroad and railroad switching station, which run
parallel to the Highway, also divide the Town. Because trains often block the streets through
LaSalle, many citizens would like to see the switching station moved a few miles south of Town.
They are also interested in cooperating with the railroad to lessen wait times during peak cross traffic
hours.
All of these issues are addressed in the goals, policies and strategies which follow.

GOAL T1: PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN A STREET NETWORK WHICH MEETS
LASALLE’S CIRCULATION AND ACCESS NEEDS IN A SAFE, ECONOMICAL
AND EFFICIENT MANNER.
Policy T1.1: Ensure LaSalle has a multi-modal transportation system that supports and
complements the Town’s land use and economic development plans.
Action T1.1.1: Collaborate with the North Front
Range Metropolitan Planning Organization to
enhance the transportation System in LaSalle.
Action T1.1.2: Periodically review street
standards that consider motor vehicles, bicycles,
pedestrians and on-street parking needs.
Action T1.1.3: Develop an access management
plan to ensure each street type functions properly.
Action T1.1.4: Use the Land Use Map to ensure that sufficient right-of-way is acquired for
LaSalle’s transportation system.
Action T1.1.6: Cooperate with North Front Range Planning Organization and Weld County to
establish a trail along the river.
Action T1.1.7: Investigate alternative funding mechanisms including State and Federal Grants to
help pay for needed improvements within the community.
Policy T1.2: Establish appropriate intersection control measures on the LaSalle street system.
Action T1.2.1: Refer to the US 85 Access Control Plan when making decisions about future
access points onto the highway. Work with CDOT to prioritize installation of traffic control at the
intersection of US 85 and 394.
Action T1.2.2: Evaluate existing intersections to determine where traffic control changes could
improve operations and safety.

Policy T1.3: Incorporate mechanisms within the transportation system to protect and
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enhance the environmental quality and small town character of LaSalle.
Action T1.3.1: Minimize the environmental impacts of the automobile by using traffic control
measures which reduce unnecessary delays to vehicles. This will reduce fuel consumption and air
pollution.
Action T1.3.2: Encourage bicycle use and walking as viable alternative modes by providing a
safe and efficient bicycle and pedestrian system.
Action T1.3.3: Explore the options for helping to provide transportation for seniors into Greeley
and other identified destinations.
Action T1.3.4: Incorporate environmentally
efficient design into street facilities and site
developments by having properly sized streets and
promoting the grid pattern of development.
Action T1.3.5: Work with the Colorado
Department of Transportation to enhance the
appearance of the Highway 85 corridor. A goal of
the improvements is to make drivers aware that they
have entered a community and should respect the
speed limit.
Policy T1.4: Establish a safe bicycle/pedestrian transportation system in LaSalle.
Action T1.4.1: As LaSalle grows, require new development to include improvements that will
connect to the Town’s bicycle/pedestrian system to link key destinations (i.e., parks, schools, the
Central Business District, etc.) and connect the community.
Action T1.4.2: Investigate alternatives for providing a pedestrian/bicycle crossing over US 85.
Action T1.4.3: Inventory existing pedestrian
connections and sidewalks and promote the
completion of sidewalks along properties where
they do not currently exist. Prioritize completion of
links along streets leading to schools and parks.
Action T1.4.4: Continue to require sidewalks to
be built along all new streets.
Action T1.4.5: Encourage the development of
off-street trails.
Action T1.4.6: Inventory existing intersections and improve ADA access as funds become
available.
Action T1.4.7: Establish school zones and install appropriate signage and /or flashing lights to
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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raise awareness and reduce speeds during school hours.
Action T1.4.8: Work with CDOT to incorporate a pedestrian/bicycle trail along the US 85
corridor to connect LaSalle to and from Evans.
Policy T1.5: Minimize transportation impacts of through traffic on existing residential and
commercial districts.
Action T1.5.1: Investigate the possibility of a direct connection from the Dove Hill neighborhood
to US 85.
Action T1.5.2: Revisit weight restrictions on local streets.
Action T1.5.3: Cooperate with Weld County and CDOT to evaluate and reduce speed limits.
Action T1.5.4: Establish a noise ordinance and regulations regarding use of Jake brakes within
the community.
Action T1.5.5: Investigate the possibility of limiting commercial traffic on Main Street.

GOAL T2: IMPROVE THE CONNECTIVITY OF THE COMMUNITY.
Policy T2.1: Cooperate with the railroad to relocate the switching yard outside of the heart of
the community.
Action T2.1.1: Investigate alternative
locations for the switching yard that are
acceptable to the Town and the railroad.
Action T2.1.2: Work with the railroad
to manage timing of the train traffic so
that it is less divisive to the community,
especially during the hours of drop off
and pick up for schools.
Policy T2.2: New development should be linked with the existing community.
Action T2.2.1: Ensure new development connects to and continues existing street patterns.
Incorporate appropriate traffic controls to minimize traffic impacts on existing residential
neighborhoods.
Action T2.2.2: Require new intersections to be designed using 90 angles.
Action T2.2.3: Encourage the use of the grid system in future developments.
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PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS/INFRASTRUCTURE

Because private development tends to follow the location, quantity, and quality of
public services, advance planning of community facilities should be coordinated with
economic development, housing, transportation, open space, and land use objectives.
— Thomas L. Daniels, John W. Keller and Mark B. Lapping
in The Small-Town Planning Handbook

INTRODUCTION
LaSalle citizens are very pleased with the high level of service the Town provides. They appreciate
the dedicated, hard-working, friendly Staff that is very responsive to their needs. People are also
extremely proud of LaSalle’s Police Department and the award-winning LaSalle Fire Protection
District. They want to ensure that the Town continues to provide high quality service efficiently and
in a timely manner going forward.
The Town has an excellent Public Works Department and a capital improvements plan in place to
help meet this goal. Public improvement needs are generated in a variety of ways. Existing
facilities may need improvement due to deficiencies, obsolescence, new community goals or growth
from new development. Generally, public facilities are installed with excess capacity to
accommodate future growth. Citizens commented that they do not feel they are in the position to
finance new growth with additional taxes. They want new development to pay its own way and to
investigate potential State and Federal grant opportunities for required upgrades to existing facilities.
It is important for the Town to continue to monitor and evaluate development and public
improvement fees to ensure that they are adequate to cover the costs of upgrading or enlarging Town
facilities.
As the State of Colorado grows, increasing pressure will be placed on the limited supply of water
resources. It will become increasingly important to preserve the quality and quantity of water.
LaSalle is in a unique position. The Town can use its existing well system to irrigate community
properties. The Town will also continue to encouraging new development to use raw water for
irrigation and incorporate water-saving measures in building design and landscaping (i.e., xeriscape
and drip irrigation).
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The community had a few specific concerns about public improvements. The majority of the
comments pertained to: streets, sidewalks, drainage and minor issues or are not in the Town’s direct
control. The Public Improvements Map at the end of this chapter illustrates these comments.

GOAL PI1: CONTINUE TO ENSURE THAT ALL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS
PROVIDE A HIGH LEVEL OF SERVICE EFFICIENTLY AND IN A TIMELY
MANNER.
Policy PI1.1: The Town is responsible for funding long-standing improvement needs and
those generated by obsolescence or changes in Town goals.
Action PI1.1.1: Continue to evaluate and update water and
sewer tap fees and other development fees so that they cover the
Town’s cost of providing services. The fees should fund plant
expansions and pay for increasing the demand on infrastructure.
Action PI1.1.2: Continue to annually review and update the
Town’s capital improvements program (CIP). Ensure that the
improvements on the Public Improvements Map are addressed.
Action PI1.1.3: Continue to coordinate with other public
improvement providers (i.e., Central Weld County Water District,
Century Link, Atmos and Xcel) to continue to provide costeffective and efficient maintenance of public improvements.
Action PI1.1.4: Explore methods of funding public
improvements (other than by increasing taxes) including: impact
fees, grant opportunities and lottery money.
Action PI1.1.5: Continue leasing space on the water tower for antennas.
Action PI1.1.6: Evaluate the existing street light system and install additional lighting as funds
become available.
Policy PI1.2: Developers are responsible for providing all public improvements necessary to
serve their development. If the public improvement serves a larger area and is not a funded
project in the capital improvements program, the developer shall be entitled to recapture all
but his/her pro-rated share from other developers using the improvement.
Action PI1.2.1: Evaluate the Town’s current development fees and determine if they are adequate
to cover the costs of upgrading facilities and for providing additional public services (i.e., parks,
streets, wastewater, storm drainage, etc.).
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Policy PI1.3: Conserve water and protect the Town’s water quality.
Action PI1.3.1: Continue to operate and maintain the Town’s groundwater wells to irrigate parks
and other community facilities.
Action PI1.3.2: Continue to require new developments to use raw water for irrigation in common
areas and to incorporate water-saving measures in building design and landscaping (i.e., drip
irrigation and xeriscape).
Action PI1.3.3: Continue to require new
developments to use storm water management
techniques that address water quality as well as
quantity (i.e., use of storm water ponds, shallow
wetlands, grass channels, etc.) to meet current MS4
Standards.
Action PI1.3.4: Support or encourage the
preservation and enhancement of the natural
vegetation along the South Platte River so that there
is a naturally vegetated buffer system to protect the
water quality of the river. The buffer should
encompass the 100-year floodplain, steep slopes and
wetland areas.
Action PI1.3.5: Manage community parks and open space and other landscaped areas to promote
natural vegetation, reduce stormwater flows (by encouraging infiltration and detaining rainfall),
and reduce maintenance and erosion and sediment control costs.
Policy PI1.4: Plan for extending utility infrastructure into LaSalle’s primary and secondary
urban growth boundaries (PUGB and SUGB).
Action PI1.4.1: Work with Central Weld County Water District to develop
a master plan for extending major water lines into the PUGB and SUGB.
Action PI1.4.2: Develop a master plan for major sewer lines to serve the
PUGB and SUGB. Begin planning to expand the wastewater treatment
plant when the plant has reached 60% of capacity.
Action PI1.4.3: Develop a Storm Drainage Master Plan. Evaluate existing
and identify future improvements to assure drainage flows are managed
within LaSalle.
Policy PI1.5: Ensure the Town has high quality telecommunication
services.
Action PI1.5.1: Cooperate with all fiber optics line providers to ensure that
all homes and business have access, especially old downtown.
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Action PI1.5.2: Cooperate with cable TV and internet providers to improve the quality of cable
television and internet service to the entire community.

GOAL PI2: ENSURE THAT ALL CITIZENS OF LASALLE ARE WELL
INFORMED ABOUT THEIR COMMUNITY.
Policy PI2.1: Provide effective communication to keep the Citizens of LaSalle informed.

Action PI2.1.1: Develop an integrated social media platform to share local and regional
information in real time.
Action PI2.1.2: Continue to enhance existing methods of communication including the Town
web site, newsletter, Recreation web site and publications.
Action PI2.1.3: Investigate a platform where citizens can opt into a notification system including,
email, phone and text message alerts for real time communication.
Action PI2.1.4: Encourage all residents to register for reverse 911, including cell phone numbers.
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PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE

Man is most nearly himself when he achieves the seriousness of a child at play.
— Heraclitus
INTRODUCTION
LaSalle citizens are very proud of their parks system. The parks are heavily used and very well
maintained. People come from all over to play on LaSalle’s baseball fields because the turf is so well
maintained. The community is interested in making sure there are facilities on both sides of US 85,
so they can be accessed by pedestrians without crossing the highway and that new parks are provided
as the community grows. They are also very interested in developing a comprehensive trails network
to connect parks, neighborhoods, open space, community facilities and the river corridor. The
citizens also agreed that a pedestrian/bicycle crossing is needed over Highway 85 and the Union
Pacific Railroad. Citizens are very interested in a Town recreation center and understand that all park
improvements will require cooperation and alternative funding to build operate and maintain the
system.
Finally, it is important to community members to preserve the unique features in LaSalle’s planning
area and the sensitive habitat along the South Platte River. They encourage the Town to work with
landowners, Weld County and the Colorado Division of Wildlife to achieve this goal.
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Action P1.1.1:
Community’s suggested improvements to parks

ADD SIDEWALK
ADJACENT TO THE
BALLFIELDS, ADD AND
UPGRADE LIGHTS
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Continue to enhance ADA
access, upgrade existing
equipment as needed and add
some kind of barrier between the
park and the highway (i.e.: low
fence)
HWY 85

NORTH 3RD STREET

NEED SHELTER AT THE BALL PARK

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

GOAL P1: PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL PARKS TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF
LASALLE RESIDENTS AND THE LASALLE COMMUNITY.
Policy P1.1:

Evaluate and enhance existing facilities.

Action P1.1.1: Work with the community and
the School District to inventory the equipment
provided in each park and determine what
enhancements will best suit the community. The
citizens’ suggested improvements include:
•
•

•
•
•
•

Ensure that each park has equipment/facilities
for all age groups.
Provide additional trees, shrubs, flowers,
benches, picnic shelters, grills, basketball
hoops, a horseshoe pit, a splash park and
Frisbee golf, in the existing parks.
Upgrade/replace existing equipment to assure all facilities meet current safety standards.
Install sidewalks adjacent to all parks and prioritize installation of sidewalks on existing streets
that connect parks and schools within the community.
Enhance ADA access as funds become available.
Upgraded lighting and bleachers for the ball park.

Action P1.1.2: Cooperate with the MLB Baseball Tomorrow to enhance the existing baseball
facility (i.e. add lights, bleachers, scoreboard, etc.).
Action P1.1.3: Cooperate with the School District to share facilities.
Policy P1.2: Develop and maintain pocket parks, neighborhood parks and a community park
to serve the present and future needs of the community. All parks should be safe, multipurpose and accessible to all citizens.
Action P1.2.1:
community.

Develop a Parks, Trails, Recreation and Open Space master plan for the

Action P1.2.2: Evaluate types of activities in existing and proposed parks to assure that all parts
of LaSalle have parks to serve the needs of the adjacent neighborhoods.
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Action P1.2.3: Whenever possible, parks should be
developed as integral parts of other public facilities (such
as schools) to avoid duplicating services.
Action P1.2.4: When determining what facilities to
provide in a new park, consider:
• the public’s recreational needs;
• the facilities available in nearby schools and parks;
• the proposed park site’s physical attributes: and
• the surrounding neighborhoods.
Action P1.2.4: Use the Locational Guidelines for LaSalle Parks chart and the Land Use Map to
site and design parks (refer also to the corresponding Location Guidelines for Parks graphic for an
illustration of these guidelines).
Action P1.2.5: Consider the needs of children of all ages and retirees when designing new parks
and recreation facilities and look for opportunities to connect youth and seniors.
Action P1.2.6: Design new parks to provide ADA access and enhance ADA access to all existing
facilities as funds become available.
Action P1.2.7:

Explore the possibility of an outdoor or indoor community swimming pool.

Policy P1.3: Continue to require private developments to include improved parks and
recreational opportunities in the design and construction of residential and industrial projects.
Action P1.3.1: Review and enhance design criteria and review procedures that require improved
park space and recreational opportunities in new developments.
Action P1.3.2: Evaluate park development fees associated with new development to assure new
development contributes parks facilities need for new residents as the community grows.
Action P1.3.3:
develop.

Include a new park in the Sunset Ridge area as the neighborhood continues to

Policy P1.4: Investigate alternative funding mechanisms to develop and maintain parks,
trails, and open spaces.
Action P1.4.1: Consider forming a teen work program and working with volunteers, service
clubs and nonprofits on a project by project basis to upgrade and maintain existing facilities and to
help develop new facilities.
Action P1.4.2: Investigate the viability of constructing a golf course along the South Platte River
floodplain at the north end of Town.
Action P1.4.4: Continue user fees for new facilities.
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Action P1.4.5: Consider hiring a grant writer to investigate funding opportunities and assist the
Town with applications for funding.
Policy P1.5: All parks should be designed to reflect
LaSalle’s unique character.
Action P1.5.1: Obtain community input when
designing facilities. Encourage children to participate
in the design process.
Action P1.6.2: Find ways to offer more places for
youth to socialize and work in Town (i.e., miniature
golf, teen work program, youth center, etc.). Investigate the possibilities for starting a community
facility that provides activities for all ages.

GOAL P2: ALL PARKS AND TRAILS SHOULD BE DESIGNED AND
DEVELOPED IN AN ENVIRONMENTALLY-SENSITIVE MANNER.
Policy P2.1: All parks and trails and should be sensitive to their settings and potential
impacts to the environment should be minimized and mitigated.
Action P2.1.1: Ensure new parks and trails are designed, constructed and maintained in a manner
that is sensitive to the environment (i.e., reasonable setbacks from sensitive areas such as wetlands
and riparian areas, buffers around wildlife habitat).
Action P2.1.2: Incorporate water conservation (including xeriscape) into the design and
maintenance of all facilities.
Action P2.1.3: Incorporate storm water management into parks facilities when possible.
Continue to irrigate parks with the Town’s wells (as opposed to treated water).
Action P2.1.4: Develop a community wide weed management plan for all public property and
provide information to developers and private citizens.
Action p2.1.5: Investigate grants to provide funding to inventory and maintain trees within all
public property.
GOAL P3: DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE TRAILS NETWORK THAT
CONNECTS PARKS, OPEN SPACES, RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND OTHER
COMMUNITY FACILITIES.

Policy P3.1: Develop off-street pedestrian and bicycle trails that provide safe access between
schools, parks and neighborhoods.
Action P3.1.1: Prioritize sidewalk connections and trail links that connect Schools and Parks to
neighborhoods.
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Action P3.1.2: Require new development to incorporate pedestrian trails in the areas designated
on the Land Use Map.
Action P3.1.3: Provide safe pedestrian and bicycle access at existing and proposed railroad
crossings, ditches and over the South Platte River. See the Land Use Map for the specific trail
locations proposed by LaSalle citizens.
Action P3.1.4: Collaborate with Weld County to develop a better working relationship with the
Union Pacific Railroad
Action P3.1.5: Work with the Colorado Department of Transportation and Union Pacific
Railroad to provide a pedestrian/ bicycle crossing over Highway 85 and the railroad tracks.
Policy P3.2:
•
•
•
•
•
•

New trails should be designed to include:

the history of the community,
fitness opportunities,
safety considerations,
opportunities for people of all abilities,
connections to adjacent neighborhoods and communities, and
maintenance.

Action P3.2.1: Develop standards for pedestrian trails to ensure that the community is linked by
an integrated system of multi-purpose trails that are built to the same standard and that the trails
reflect LaSalle’s unique character.
Action P3.2.2: Ensure that all trails comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards for accessibility.
Policy P3.3:

Develop trails with a spirit of cooperation.

Action P3.3.1: Cooperate with the State of Colorado to design, construct and fund trails in
LaSalle in conjunction with the Statewide Strategic Plan for Colorado Trails.
(www.dnr.state.co.us/trails/state_trails.asp)
Action P3.3.2:
right-of-way.

Develop cooperative agreements with ditch companies regarding the joint use of

Action P3.3.3: Cooperate with Platteville, Evans, Gilcrest, Weld County, other municipalities,
the State of Colorado and the federal government to plan a regional trail system and acquire
funding.
Action P3.3.4: Investigate the potential for a trail along/over the South Platte River to link
LaSalle to Riverside Park in Evans.
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GOAL P4: PRESERVE UNIQUE FEATURES AND SENSITIVE HABITAT
WITHIN LASALLE’S GROWTH BOUNDARIES.
Policy P4.1: Identify and preserve natural areas for water quality, air quality and wildlife
habitat in LaSalle.
Action P4.1.1: Develop intergovernmental agreements
(IGA) with Evans, Gilcrest, Platteville, Milliken and
Weld County to preserve unique features along the South
Platte River and significant agricultural land.
Action P4.1.2: Develop design standards and
preservation criteria to require the identification and
preservation of valuable natural areas associated with
new development.
Action P4.1.3: Cooperate with land owners at the time
of annexation to protect important natural areas.
Action P4.1.4: Work with Weld County and the
Colorado Division of Wildlife to develop a
comprehensive inventory of existing wetlands and
significant natural features within LaSalle’s planning area.
Action P4.1.5: Utilize LaSalle’s Transfer of Density Rights (TDR) program to preserve valuable
habitat and natural areas.
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LOCATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR LASALLE PARKS
TYPE OF
PARK

LOCATION/
SERVICE AREA

PURPOSE

COMMENTS

Pocket Park

Within a
convenient
walking distance

Place for open play, picnics and
small gatherings

Safe access within the neighborhood is
critical. Where possible, provide
access via off-street trail connections,
sidewalks and low volume
neighborhood streets. It is best if users
do not have to cross major streets to
access the park.

Neighborhood
Park

· Locate near an
elementary
school or other
public facility
when possible
· Within walking
distance of all
homes that
park will serve

· Serves as the focal point for
neighborhood activities
· Provides opportunities for
neighborhood gatherings and
active and passive recreation.
Park should include a
playground, picnic areas,
multi-purpose open play area
(for volleyball, soccer,
softball, etc.)
· Collaborate with
neighborhood to determine
what additional facilities to
install (i.e., basketball,
rollerblading area, etc.)

· Park should be centrally located
within the neighborhood
· Provide access via off-street trail
connections, sidewalks and low
volume neighborhood streets. It is
desirable to be able to access the
park without crossing any major
streets or other physical barriers.
· “Leftover” parcels with physical
development constraints (such as
detention areas and oil and gas
facilities) are not desirable.

Community
Park

Serves the entire
community

· Serves all of the LaSalle
community
· Provides a place for
community gatherings and
events
· Should be activities for all
ages
· Public desires: water features
(pond), picnic shelters,
swimming pool, area to hold
LaSalle Days dance and
multi-purpose courts (no
baseball fields needed)

· Provide good access via major
streets
· Consider impacts of park activities
on adjacent land uses
· Design park to preserve unique
natural settings
· Include opportunities for wildlife
viewing and quiet, isolated areas for
quiet walks. This park could also
be a place for day camps and scout
gatherings.
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RECREATION AND TOURISM

INTRODUCTION
LaSalle residents regularly travel to adjacent communities for their children’s activities. They would
like to have more recreational opportunities for residents of all ages but especially youth so that their
children could remain in Town more often. They suggested constructing a community recreation
facility that could include an auditorium, multi- use meeting rooms, a kitchen, and indoor sports
facilities, possibly include space for the High Plains Library District. Other ideas included building a
splash park, an amphitheater for community events and concerts, additional basketball courts and
volley ball courts and providing updated playground equipment to serve a broader range of ages.
The residents are conscious of the Town’s limited resources and encourage the Town to explore
alternatives for funding such as grant opportunities, the use of lottery money and park development
fees. They also suggested cooperating with the School District to share facilities and avoid
duplication of services. They also would like to host tournaments and fund-raisers to help fund
recreational opportunities. The citizens have a very cooperative spirit and are willing to volunteer
and help the Town any way they can.
The residents of LaSalle have mixed feelings about promoting tourism in LaSalle. They understand
that Tourism is integral to economic development and can introduce the community to new
residents and potential businesses. LaSalle’s location on the Historic HWY 85 Corridor presents an
opportunity to cooperate with regional partners to capitalize on existing programs and attract visitors
on their way to and from established events and activities. They envision smaller, “organic”
attractions that grow out of community events. This could include things like movies and concerts
in the park, a farmers’ market, craft fairs, more great restaurants, an arts festival, a regional trail
along the river that can connect into Town and dog and car shows. They are not in favor of large
scale events or improvements that will draw large crowds.
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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GOAL RT1: PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND
ACTIVITIES TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF LASALLE RESIDENTS, BRING THE
COMMUNITY TOGETHER AND ATTRACT TOURISTS TO LASALLE
Policy RT1.1: Evaluate and enhance existing recreation opportunities.

Action RT1.1.1: Work with the community,
School District, local service clubs and nonprofits
to identify what enhancements will best suit the
community.
Action RT1.1.2: Cooperate with adjacent
communities to enhance access to regional
facilities and recreation opportunities.
Action RT1.1.3: Explore opportunities to connect
LaSalle to local and regional recreation
opportunities via an integrated trail system.
Policy RT1.2: Develop and maintain recreation programs and activities to serve the present
and future needs of the community. Activities should target all age groups and abilities.
Action RT1.2.1: When determining what activities and programs to provide, consider:
• The public’s recreational needs; and
• The facilities available in existing schools and parks.
Policy RT1.3: Investigate alternative funding mechanisms to develop and maintain
recreational programs.
Action RT1.3.1: Explore the opportunities for grants, park development fees, lottery money and
hosting tournaments and fund-raisers to fund additional recreational opportunities in LaSalle.
Policy RT1.4: Expand the recreational
opportunities in the area.
Action RT.4.1: Continue and expand the
recreational programs for children of all ages and
adults.
Action RT.4.2: Find ways to create more
opportunities for youth to socialize in Town (i.e.,
miniature golf, teen work program, youth center, etc.)
Action RT1.4.3: Explore opportunities to create programs and events that connect youth and
seniors.

Page 50

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

GOAL RT2: ATTRACT TOURISTS AND BUSINESSES TO SUPPORT TOURISM
TO LASALLE.
Policy RT2.1: Support Tourism in LaSalle that grows out of existing and future community
events and expansion of the local business community.
Action RT2.1.1: Continue to
support and promote community
celebrations such as LaSalle Days,
soft ball tournaments and the
Holiday Open House.
Action RT2.1.2: Investigate if there
are any opportunities to capitalize on
LaSalle’s proximity to the Beebe
Draw Cemetery and other local
historic landmarks.
Action RT2.1.3: Investigate opportunities to create new events to engage the community and
visitors including car shows, movie/music events in the park, fundraising events for local or
regional nonprofits, craft fairs and cultural events.
Action RT2.1.4: Collaborate with Greeley, Platteville, Brush, Evans,
Gilcrest, Kersey, and Fort Morgan to create a series of events
celebrating agriculture and the eastern plains.
Action RT2.1.5: Investigate cooperative efforts to capitalize on
regional recreation activities associated with the South Platte River.
Action RT2.1.6: Look for a unique “niche” brand for LaSalle and
create a marketing program to expand awareness of LaSalle.
Action RT2.1.7: Cooperate with the State of Colorado and Weld County to identify and support
efforts to bring visitors to the region and LaSalle.
Action RT2.1.8: Cooperate with the Chamber of Commerce to
establish a visitor’s center and cooperate with surrounding
communities to share information about regional and local
events.
Action RT2.1.9: Support the Historical Society’s efforts to
share information about LaSalle with friends, family and visitors
to the community.
Action RT2.1.10: Investigate opportunities to highlight railroad
events and cooperate with the Railroad to create a stop off in
LaSalle.
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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Action RT2.1.11: Develop an information packet about LaSalle and include information about
the history of the community.
Action RT2.1.12: Update and maintain the Town web site. Develop a comprehensive outreach
and communication system to keep the citizens of LaSalle and potential visitors informed about
activities and events.

Page 52

LaSalle Comprehensive Plan

ENVIRONMENT

We do not inherit the earth from our fathers. We borrow it from our children.
— David Bower

INTRODUCTION
LaSalle’s environment is multifaceted. Agriculture, water and the urban environs all play an important
role in the quality of life here. The agricultural fields and the South Platte River help create LaSalle’s
unique identity and define the Town’s physical limits. The urbanized part of the community is
everything inside of these boundaries: the roads, homes, parks, trains, gardens, trees, etc.
Approaching the Town from the south, east and west one will understand why agriculture is an
important part of this community. There are nearby pasture lands, agricultural operations, fields of
corn, sugar beets, wheat and vegetables. The citizens value their agricultural heritage and are
interested in preserving agricultural lands and the rural way of life in the area surrounding LaSalle.
They want to continue to cooperate with Weld County to have a say in what happens within the
LaSalle Planning Area and acknowledge the right-to-farm.
The South Platte River corridor may be one of the Town’s most valuable assets. It defines the
northern boundary of the community and plays an important role in the agricultural community. It
also provides food, habitat and shelter for wildlife and will be a source of recreation in the future.
Riparian corridors consist of only 1 percent of the land in the west. They have many important
values including water quality protection, ground water retention and dissipation of flood waters.
LaSalle Comprehensive Plan
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Riparian zones also provide one of the most critical forms of wildlife habitat in the state and are
especially important as wildlife travel corridors. Protection of these areas will help preserve the
region’s biodiversity and quality of life and will also provide opportunities for recreation, outdoor
education and nature study. The community is very interested in a trail system along one side the river
corridor and protection of the other side as wildlife habitat.
The citizens enjoy viewing the local wildlife and expressed their interest in protecting (and possibly
enhancing) the South Platte River corridor, natural drainage ways and the Latham and Lower Latham
Ditch corridors. They are also interested in enhancing wildlife habitat in residential gardens within
the urban core of the community. They said they regularly see coyotes, birds, raptors, turtles and
otters, especially near the wastewater treatment plant lagoons.
Community members are very proud of the urban environment and they wish to maintain the clean,
peaceful atmosphere here. Their only concerns with the urban environment pertain to the noise,
hazards and unsightliness associated with the railroad and the Highway 85 Corridor. It is important
to maintain the quality of LaSalle’s natural, agricultural and scenic resources – these resources are the
key to LaSalle’s economic strength and quality of life.

GOAL E1: MAINTAIN LASALLE’S CLEAN, RURAL ENVIRONMENT.
Policy E1.1: Encourage citizens to take pride in the appearance of their property and their
community.
Action E1.1.1: Continue to offer LaSalle Cleanup Day once a year. Continue to enforce
regulations that limit burning within the Town.
Action E1.1.2: Enforce local junk and weed
ordinances. Educate people about the
importance of controlling noxious weeds.
Action E1.1.3: Continue to maintain
communications with local agricultural
operations and encourage them to water in the
evenings to control dust.
Action E1.1.4: Encourage residents to enhance
wildlife habitat in residential gardens in the core
of the community.
Policy E1.2: Encourage a good relationship between the agricultural community and the
citizens of LaSalle.
Action E1.2.1: Develop a right-to-farm policy that recognizes that agricultural activities shall not
be considered nuisances if they are operated within the law in a non-negligent manner.
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Action E1.2.2: Work cooperatively with landowners to preserve and enhance significant
agricultural land, scenic view corridors and community gateways.
Policy E1.3: Ensure all development takes place within LaSalle’s
Primary and Secondary Urban Growth Boundaries (UGB).
Action E1.3.1: Continue to participate in the Coordinated Planning
Agreement with Weld County to preserve the rural character of the land
outside of the UGB.
Action E1.3.2: Ensure that all new development within the UGB is
incorporated into the Town limits.
Action E1.3.3: Work with the County to make sure that any
development which occurs in the County within LaSalle’s UGB is
developed to the Town of LaSalle’s standards.

GOAL E2: IDENTIFY AND ENCOURAGE THE PROTECTION OF THE SOUTH
PLATTE RIVER CORRIDOR AND QUALITY WILDLIFE HABITAT IN LASALLE.
Policy E2.1: Preserve wildlife habitat and migration corridors, visually sensitive ridge lines and
water sources.
Action E2.1.1: Negotiate with landowners at the time of
annexation to identify and protect valuable open space
resources that are within the UGB.
Action E2.1.2: Encourage proposed developments in sensitive
areas to provide open areas, preserve view corridors, and to
preserve environmentally significant areas (i.e. riparian (water)
corridors, wildlife habitat and wetlands) and to promote use by
wildlife.
Action E.2.1.3: Utilize LaSalle’s Transfer of Density Rights
(TDR) program to transfer development off of environmentally
sensitive areas when appropriate.
Policy E2.2: Recognize and attempt to accommodate the public’s desire for access to natural
amenities such as the South Platte River in a way that is consistent with wildlife management
objectives.
Action E2.2.1: Support and participate in regional open space or trail planning efforts.
Action E2.2.2: Provide opportunities for LaSalle residents to easily access and experience the
natural environment for their health and enjoyment.
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Action E2.2.3: Provide trails to define access to the river corridor. Avoid wetland areas when
planning trail improvements. Provide trail access along one side of the river corridor to allow
preservation of habitat on the other side.

GOAL E3: PROTECT LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES BY REDUCING WASTE
AND PROTECTING AIR AND WATER QUALITY.
Policy E3.1: Strive to prevent contaminants from entering local waterways.
Action E3.1.1: Fine industries and residents who improperly dispose of solid and hazardous waste.
Action E3.1.2: Encourage the use of planting strips and shallow, landscaped depressions in
parking lots and along roads to help trap and remove pollutants from storm water runoff.
Action E3.1.3: Continue to enforce and participate in the Colorado Department of Health and the
Environment Municipal MS4 storm water quality protection program.

Policy
Promote the efficient use of natural resources.

E3.2:

Action E3.2.1: Encourage citizens and local businesses to use private curbside recycling and limb
diversion for yard waste programs.
Action E3.2.2: Work with the schools, trash company and other interested parties to educate
citizens about how to reduce and properly dispose of solid and hazardous waste.
Action E3.2.3: Contact the U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy to discover how sustainable development can apply to LaSalle and to explore
funding opportunities. ( www.energy.gov)
Action E3.2.4: Consider providing water conservation information, links to resources on the Town
web site and community workshops to educate residents about water conservation for homes and
gardens.
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CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, EDUCATIONAL &
HUMAN SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

We work with the stuff of the soul by means of the things of life.
- Thomas Moore
INTRODUCTION
LaSalle’s citizens are very proud of their heritage and they would like
more opportunities to learn about the area’s history and each other. For
example, they would like to reopen the museum; host a history night to
meet long-time residents, gather historic photographs and documents
and listen to stories from the past; they are interested in creating an
historic walking tour past several of the landmarks in the area; and they
would like to enhance the traditional character of the Historic
Downtown. They also encourage the Town to place signs or plaques on
significant buildings in the area and post information on the Town
website about the history of the community.
Residents feel their basic educational
needs are being met by the excellent Weld
County RE-1 School District, Aims Community College and the
University of Northern Colorado. However, they are very interested in
a community center that could share space with the Library District and
have space to hold art and other recreation classes, dances and large
community gatherings, such as an all-classes reunion. In addition, they
would like more opportunities for teenagers to socialize and work. They also see opportunities to
combine resources with the Town, Schools and local non-profits to create a community calendar to
raise awareness about and enhance cultural, educational and human service opportunities.
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Lastly, community members feel that their human service needs are being met by the local churches,
Weld County and the surrounding communities. They are concerned that community members area
not aware of the services and cultural events available in the community. To that end they would like
the Town to take the lead to include information about local service providers, community events and
other cultural resources on the Town Web site and at Town Hall.

GOAL C1: PRESERVE LASALLE’S HERITAGE.
Policy C1.1: Actively support projects that educate citizens about LaSalle’s heritage.
Action C1.1.1: Encourage citizens to add a history booth to LaSalle
Day.
Action C1.1.2: Host a history night to enable citizens to meet with
seniors in the community and learn about LaSalle’s past.
Action C1.1.3: Encourage new projects to illustrate LaSalle’s history
(i.e., incorporate as part of a downtown improvement plan; display a
photograph in the new Town Hall; put a history-related art feature,
banner or sign in a park; etc.).
Action C1.1.5: Explore ways to enhance the appearance of the Historic Downtown and preserve
the historic character. (See also Image and Design)

GOAL C2: MAINTAIN A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE FOR RESIDENTS BY
SUPPORTING AND EXPANDING CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL AND HUMAN
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Policy C2.1: Expand cultural and educational opportunities for LaSalle’s citizens.
Action C2.1.1: Publicize the Weld County Library Book Mobile and explore the opportunity of
starting and maintaining a library in LaSalle.
Action C2.1.2: Cooperate with the School District to
ensure that future school sites within LaSalle’s Secondary
Urban Growth Boundary are identified so that in the
future, the land can be purchased by the District to
develop new schools as the Town grows.
Action C2.1.3: Utilize the Historical Society as a
resource for information, events and education.
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Action C1.2.4: Investigate ways for existing service providers to share resources with the goal to
reopen the Museum, add local library services, document historic resources, and provide additional
activities for residents.
Policy C2.2: Support community participation activities.
Action C2.2.1: Continue to support LaSalle Days as the Town’s signature event.
Action C2.2.2: Work with the School District
and community members to host a reunion of all
graduates of Valley High School.
Action C2.2.3: Investigate the possibility of
developing a community facility that could
accommodate large community gatherings (i.e.,
dances, reunions, recreational and cultural
programs, etc.) and multipurpose
meeting/classroom space.
(See also Recreation and Tourism).
Action C2.2.4: Investigate a community “Harvest day” event to celebrate LaSalle’s agricultural
heritage.
Policy C2.3: Expand the activities available for people of all ages in LaSalle.
Action C2.3.1: Investigate ways to offer the youth in the
community a fun and safe place to go to socialize (i.e., open the
community center to youth one night a week; ask local
restaurants to rotate having a weekly youth night; encourage
someone to open an arcade in Town; etc.)
Action C2.3.2: Encourage local businesses to offer employment
and/or internship opportunities to local youth.
Action C2.3.3: Provide additional parks,
recreational facilities and programs for all ages as
LaSalle grows. (See also the Parks, Trails and
Open Space element of this Plan.)
Action C2.3.4: Continue to expand the types of
activities organized by the Recreation Department
to include activities for adults and seniors.
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Policy C2.4: Continue and expand the ways human service needs are met in the community.
Action C2.4.1: Continue to support the churches in the area that offer
services to meet the human service needs of community members.
(i.e.: LaSalle Ministry Alliance Caring and Sharing programs
including the food and clothing banks, Senior Resource Services,
Meals on Wheels)
Action C2.4.2: Investigate ways to be able to offer a transportation
service to seniors in the community who can’t drive and need to get to
Greeley for doctor appointments.
Action C2.2.3: Work with providers to raise awareness of available
resources. (i.e.: create a resource pamphlet to place in key locations
throughout the community)
Action C2.2.4: Add a link on the Town web site to connect residents to available resources.
Policy C2.5: Celebrate LaSalle’s cultural diversity.
Action C2.5.1: Facilitate multicultural celebrations.
Action C2.5.2: Establish effective systems to communicate
with all residents of LaSalle including a mechanism to
translate the Town website into different languages.
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESILIENCE
INTRODUCTION
While LaSalle has been fortunate to mostly avoid major
natural and man-made disasters, other areas of Colorado have
not fared as well. Major snow events, thunderstorms,
wildfires, droughts, floods, tornados, and human threats, such
as mass shooters and other domestic terrorists, have plagued
parts of the state over the past 10 years. In addition, the major
rail switching yard located in the heart of the community has
the potential to require a coordinated emergency response.
LaSalle‘s experience with the 2013 flood, both during and
after the event demonstrates that they are prepared and
equipped to respond to a major event and follow through with
the recovery process. The Town currently cooperates with Weld County and the LaSalle Fire
Protection District to plan for and respond to emergencies. Interagency cooperation is a critical
element of all emergency response activities.
The Colorado Resiliency Working Group (CRWG) defines resiliency as, “The ability of communities
to rebound and positively adapt to or thrive amidst changing conditions or challenges – including
disasters and changes in climate – and maintain quality of life, healthy growth, economic vitality,
durable systems and conservation of resources for present and future generations.”
The CRWG has created the Colorado Resiliency Framework Sectors, and encourages communities to
plan for these sectors. They include:
1. Watersheds and Natural Resources
2. Housing
3. Economy

4. Infrastructure
5. Health and Social Issues
6. Community Involvement

According to the national program “100 Resilient Cities,” resiliency is, “The capacity of individuals,
communities, institutions, businesses, and systems with in a city to survive, adapt, and grow, no
matter what kind of acute shocks or chronic stress they experience.”
Acute shocks are unexpected events,
which may include:
• Floods
• Wildfires
• Disease Outbreaks
• Terrorist Attacks
• Tornados
• Severe Storms
• Dam Failures

Chronic stresses tend to build over time, and
they may include:
• High unemployment and/or economic
instability
• Inefficient transportation systems
• Prevalent crime and/or violence
• Water shortage
• Drought

LaSalle must continue to identify and plan for hazards that may pose a risk. A hazard is a potential
situation or danger that may threaten life, health, property or the environment. Specific hazards that
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may pose a threat to LaSalle include severe storms (lightning, wind, hail, tornados, and snow),
floods, and train derailment. Power outages also impact the community. The Citizens are interested
in enhanced communication and emergency response education and trainings.
The community has a history of neighbors
helping neighbors during and after
emergencies. Preservation of LaSalle’s
small town atmosphere will support and
enhance this response. It is also important
to acknowledge and prepare for the rise in
shooting events in schools and other public
places. Additional hazards may be identified
over time. It is important to acknowledge
hazardous situations and develop a plan to
respond, if they arise. The Town will pursue resilience in the spirit of cooperation with community
partners including the Weld County RE-1 School District, LaSalle Fire Protection District, Weld
County, surrounding communities and other community service providers.
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GOAL ER1: IMPROVE RESILIENCY TO FLOODS, WILDFIRES, AND OTHER
NATURAL DISASTERS BY UTILIZING BEST PRACTICES FOR DEVELOPMENT.

Policy ER1.1: Before constructing buildings and other improvements, evaluate the site for proper
drainage, water conservation, and energy efficiency.
Action ER1.1.1: Encourage plans and parking lot designs which integrate storm water
infiltration.
Action ER1.1.2: Construct buildings to provide long-term risk reduction by locating on
higher ground.
Action ER1.1.3: Take advantage of south-facing building facades for energy efficiency.
Policy ER1.2: Adopt a multiple line of defense strategy and use site-specific solutions to improve
resiliency.
Action ER1.2.1: Develop regulations and standards as part of the
Land Use Code that will preserve natural lines of defense
including:
• Site planning to best situate buildings, parking, and landscaped
areas to discourage flooding and guard against wildfire
damage.
• Using hardscaping around homes and buildings as part of a
landscape ordinance in areas where the risk of wildfires is high.
• Preserving large stands of trees in areas where drainage is
hampered.
• Using native vegetation in landscape plans.
• Enforcing ordinances to keep yards mowed and trees trimmed
to guard against wildfires spreading and high wind damage.
Policy ER1.3: Improve existing drainage infrastructure to protect current
structures and future construction from localized flood events.
Action ER1.3.1: Widen drainage ditches and upgrade culverts as needed to protect current
structures and future construction from flood events.
Action ER1.3.2: Develop green infrastructure that integrates into existing drainage systems
for efficient storm water removal.
Policy ER1.4: Promote preservation and/or conservation of flood prone areas for Town parks,
recreation areas, agricultural preservation, and general flood plain management.
Action ER1.4.1: Participate in existing programs at the state and federal levels oriented
toward natural resource enhancement and land conservation for the protection of the built
environment.
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Policy ER1.5: Promote and permit development, including public and critical facilities, in strict
accordance with flood plain management, and other applicable state and federal regulations.
Action ER1.5.1: Establish and consolidate maps identifying flood hazard areas within the
LaSalle Influence Area.
Action ER1.5.2: Guide future development away from flood hazard areas while maintaining
other Town goals, such as economic development and improving the quality of life.
Action ER1.5.3: Follow up with the Union Ditch Company regarding emergency planning in
the event of ditch failure.
GOAL ER2: IDENTIFY AND PURSUE PREVENTATIVE MEASURES THAT WILL REDUCE
THE IMPACT OF FUTURE HAZARDS.

Policy ER2.1: Promote a diversified local economy.
Policy ER2.2: Promote a diversified housing stock.
Policy ER2.3: Cooperate with state and local agencies to provide an adequate supply of health
clinics and social services that match the present demand and the projected need for these services.
Policy ER2.4: Improve infrastructure to suit the present demand and the potential emergency
situation demand, with flexibility to expand the infrastructure for future need.
Action ER2.4.1: Continue to coordinate with local and state
agencies, the School District and other community service
organizations and the public to train for emergency response.
Policy ER2.5: Create new infrastructure, or elevate or bury existing
infrastructure, to protect current structures and future construction.
Action ER2.5.1: Encourage the installation of generators at all
critical facilities and new businesses.
Action ER2.5.2: Encourage providers to bury power lines in the
older parts of Town to improve chances of maintaining power
during hazardous events, where possible.
Action ER2.5.3: Continue to explore alternative energy sources
(solar, wind, etc.) and new technology for power sources and other
critical infrastructure.
Action ER2.5.4: Investigate availability of grant funding to help pay for any needed
improvements.
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Policy ER2.6: Protect infrastructure, citizens, and visitors from natural and man-made hazards.
Action ER2.6.1: Identify safe havens and provide adequate signage to lead people to them in
hazardous situations.
Action ER2.6.2: Encourage the retrofit of critical facilities, public buildings, and private
buildings to guard against hazards.
Action ER2.6.3: Ensure that future medical facilities have adequate supplies, staff, and
alternate power sources to handle any type of disaster.
Action ER2.6.4: Provide safe locations for Town files, records, and computer systems.
Action ER2.6.5: Cooperate with Weld County to implement the Weld County Hazard
Mitigation Plan.
GOAL ER3: ENHANCE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS.
Policy ER3.1: Provide public education for hazards.
Action ER3.1.1: Provide educational
brochures to libraries, schools and other
public facilities that include safe haven
locations and mitigation measures for
hazards, including tornados, severe storms
and other high-wind events, blizzards,
flooding, wildfires, and man-made
disasters.
Action ER3.1.2: Implement an all-hazard
warning system to ensure proper citizen
notification of tornados, severe storms and
other high-wind events, blizzards, flooding,
wildfires, situations that put our students at risk, and other hazards.
Action ER3.1.3: Coordinate with the School District, Fire Protection District and Weld
County to ensure seamless, coordinated preparedness and response.
Action ER3.1.4: Investigate grant opportunities to fund a coordinated disaster preparedness
plan.
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Action ER3.1.5: Provide information and encourage residents to sign up for
the Weld County Emergency alert system.
Action ER3.1.6: Coordinate with Weld County to include LaSalle alerts in the
notification system.
Action ER3.1.7: Provide information regarding LaSalle’s disaster
preparedness at Town events and Town Hall.
Action ER3.1.8: Investigate opportunities to utilize social media to post
information during a disaster. Coordinate social media
notifications/information with other service providers.
Action ER3.1.7: Host an annual community workshop to inform
residents about how to prepare for and what to do during an
emergency.
Action ER3.1.8: Share information on the town web site about
disaster preparedness, neighborhood support groups and other
community resources so that residents are aware of the systems in
place in the event of an emergency.
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